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he Building stood at one end of the wide Square. A
long time before — many, many centuries before — the
Building had been a church. Later, it had become a theatre
_and then a sports hall.
Later still, the Building had been a prison. What was it
used for now? Was it still a prison? No one knew.

Robot Revolution

Itswas'abtighty sunny merning.inJune. A young woman ‘was
standingitiear. the. stepsiof-the: Building- Shé was:wearingia
student’s uniform:— green. overalls and.agreen: cap over her
hair. : o X
i The iyoung:woman's name was Anlfita: Anita; had com-
pléted-her studiés at university: She-had studied'the history
of.domestic:architecture: Shemow-had-adegree in domes-«
tic history. : ST :
*. Anita’s friénds,madeérjokesabout.her studies: She: knew
all, about kitchens;but:nobedy :had ‘a‘kitchen . any.more!
Evérybody in:the Cityigot:theif:meals from thé autediners:
i You;pt’_essei:l:'a'button:'and;.‘an‘ autodiner-gavesyou your food.
.On this morning in:June; Anita had- be.enkorderéd to
! report to the Building-and to:wait theré:: v -0
l Anita had heard'about the Building. Durmg the Student
l . Riots, the Building had been a prison. Why:had she been
F
I

. t6ld to come: here7 Was the Building still'a prlson7 It was'a

e 'br1ght sunny fmorning, but Anita suclclenly felt cold.’,
" An army aerocar ﬂew down in fronit of the Bulldmg A
ﬁjyoung army officer, wearmg a red- and-vellow army uni-
form, got out of 1t He walked to the steps and shook hands

Anita was’ Surprlsed Army ofﬁcers were ot usually 50

T-':-"pollte Why had he thanked her for commg? She had been

‘But clon t know,anythmg about the hxstory of prisons
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wIntoithe:Futlire

s“The- Building 4s no:longer! aiprison;’ssaidsthe: Major.
‘The Building ismowa museumi=the Museum: of Domestic
Architectures That‘s ‘what you studled disn’pit? You re to be
in charge

- Major. Kostin Walked up- the hrgh steps ar the front. of the
Building-Anita followedr behind::Major Kostin' stopped at
the top of the steps. He turned ‘tound :and looked out over
the Square.” o

- -Anita’ turned. round also. As she looked iout over the
Square ‘she felt afraid: Many: men: and: women had seen the
surrfor-the last time from the:top of these steps.They:had
been brought:to-theBuilding to be torturedand:to.die: -
- Years ago, the Square in'front of the;Building had been a
popular meeting-place foryoung-men and:women.~ .. -

~cd

Robot Revolution

i=Then the trouble had started: The .young people had
sungsongs-about: freedom.: They hadimade banners and
theyhad:marched tound ithé;Square waving them.

+The Leader of the: People had: ordered-the blue- and—
whrte police. robots to .make :the young:people leave the
Squdre..But the City’s policerobots were. programmed not
to-hurt human beings. The riots hadicontinued,’ . .+ *

*Next; the L.eader of-the People tiad brought in the red—
and -yellow..army tobots.-Army robots: were programmed
differently: These:robots-carried laser,guns. and they could
use them against human beings. b
The army robots had fired their laser guns at the crowd
m the Square Many young people had-been killed.”

i As, she losked:out over the Square; "Anita felt afrard
But she also felt sad and angry :




Into the Futiré:

- :Major-Kostin- walkedacross the! top'step.. There ‘were
two huge:doors at thedrontrof the Building. And.there .was
a-small door built:into one.of théhuge doors.:"Major Kostin
pointed:a remote-control:kéyat;the small dooriandiit:sWung
open.Anitd followed: the Major:into the Building...: -::-1.
i~.: There had once.beensacgreat' hall'in the centre of ithe
Building. When: the:Building*was a:prison,. the hall:had
been divided .into cells for the prisoners::Now: the.cells
were:changed-completeély: Eachcell had been madé'to look
like a:room from the:past! There were sitting-rooms; dining-
rooms and kitchens: St nleen

Robot Revolution

-Anita walked:throughi:the rooms.: She was amazed to
see the different kinds of furniture.In the kiféhens, chere
were different-kinds.of pots and pans-which had been used
in the past.. Thereiwere packets and tins of different kinds of
food from the past. And there were many different kinds of
cookers. There were cookers which. used wood as fuel, and

chiiised icoals @k

ik . Afiita-dsked Major O

. Yes itheyiwork,” replied the Major. “This 15 the orily
place:in the City where you ean cook food. In'thi§ Museum,
you do'not need toget your food fiBmian autodirer. "




iInto: the Future

‘Now:1 want you to.come upstairs,’:said:Major Kostin.

. Anita followed Major:Kostin up some wide stairs.: The
stairs-led-te:a-landing. A-large round window on the land-
ing looked-ontc the Square. Anlta and the ma] ot stood by
thewrndow. T L e
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microphones everywhere m.the Square. The mrcrophones

are connected to these loudspeakers beside the Wrndow e
= xYou can listen to what the people in the Square are saymg o

are saymg7 ‘asked Anita.
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Robc‘m Redolution

" Yourlike: askmg questions,’ said: Ma]or Kostin: w1th a
smile: But he did not answer. Anita’s question. - '

- They walked-along‘a‘corridor. At'the:end: of the.corridor,
Ma]or Kostin opened-a door. The:door led to an apartment.
“This is where you are going to live;"he'said to Anita.”
“Amidito live heré-alone? Anita asked Major Kostin.

i You'do Hike to ask- questrons, said: Ma]or »’Kostln .once
again: But then'he smiled: s o ol 4 o
A few minutes later, Ma]or Kostin and Amta walked
out of the Musetim and stoodat the toprof the steps The

P N

A

Sq‘uare was empty. VRIS y o
lt’s time for me'to: say! goodbye now, sard Ma]orlKostm
Youmust wa1t1for mote orders:d it - L Lo
- “Will I:see you again?’ asked: Anrta SRR

o Major: Kostin. Any other questrons r

7T have 1 miany. questions;’ said Anita. ‘But first, tell me
hiyI was: chosen, for this ]ob . '

A Ma]or Kostin: laughed loudly It sounded strange. People
in. the Crry drd" ot laugh.

ol -hose because you re always askmg ques-

‘I don t understand you, sa1d Amta.. S

Ma]or Kosti: ‘gave Anita a remote- control key

L i Keep, this. key safe;’ he sard Teic ‘opens all the’ doors in. the
'Burldmg Thefe is only one other,key like it. The keys have
' med wrth ot frngerprmts and. v01cepr1nts -

yours and mif
will have’ some mote orders'soon.”

With ‘these words Major Kostin walked down the steps
got into his aerocar, and left the Square. '
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‘Perhiaps 1 will-see you again; hut I-don’t know, said

e:T have the other key Goodbye, Amta You _




~Into the Future

. After:Msajor Kosting:left; Anita looked round the
Building. Near the;back of the.ground:floor, she saw a door
in,a:wall.-She opened.the dooriand saw steps leading down.
There was. some light.comifig- through a-narrow wmdow,
high:above herhead..- . - .riop v o i
Anita-walked down thersteps slowly and carefully :She
dididotknow whatjshe wouldifind;down theie; Pethaps.she
would find the. bodles of people. who had béen: tortured
when the, Bu1ld1ng was.a prisonds; o, L -
CAr the bettom- of the, stairs; }Amta hadJa surpnse She
was in a huge underground room, and theroom.was filled
with boxes::Anita read: the labels.on. the boxes::Some of
them contained food' — enoughi; food-to feed an enormotus
army for many months.. Who had pur the feod, there?Why?
And one of the Boxes was labelled: ELECTRO- “MAGNETS!

RO PR R

- _ ‘How strange" ‘Anita thought to hetself "Why have
these electro-magnets’ been left here7 T_ ey have nothmg to
do with kitchens!’ T S

sl
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-"Behind-the: box: of electro- magnets Anita siw a large
c1rcle ‘on- the wall: She'looked at’i¢ cIosely What’ d it?
Wasfthere A hu‘ & c1rcular door in'the waH? ' P

But it was getnng dark Amta dld not want to be alone
in that underground room in. the dark. She ran up. the stairs
and back to her apartment.

13




i’and legs. They were - dangerois.. Robots w1th red ‘an
_strlpes were programmed to klll :

JInto.the Future

Anita, woke up; early the next morning.. She, heard noises
from .outside’ in;the; Squarer, She.went to the large, round
wmdow on the landmg and she looked. down at the Square.

< Huge,-powerful army robots were. walkmg aeross the
Square They had red and yellow stripes.on theif 1ong arms

the orders sald T

‘Th1s Bmldmg is the otle place in the C1ty' where{there are .
kltchens There is enough food m the Bulldmg to feed an. - i

'

ot see the face of: the speaker b

14

ofders, she thought 1 must leave the Clty Tha s e

‘Am'] speaking to Anital”

“Yes, this is Anita.’

‘I have special orders for you.’

“Who is speaking? asked Anita.

‘If you want to know who-is speaking,” said the voice,
pomt your remote control key at the door of the apart-
ment il . . .

15




- Into the 'Futzre

Anita pointed the key at the door;a\;-",

/" y / A
Pl o
“Onié, two, three;four; the voice said . =+
. The doot ‘opened immediately. I
~ Anita knew who the speaker was! ... " ;
© ‘What are the orders? asked Anita. 7 - 707
‘Listen, Anita,’ said’the voice from the speakscreen.

“The autodiiers-which supply food:to the City have stopped
wotking, People are going toifeel hungry. very'soon. They
will pafi_;ié'!-.;Pe'c)pie_;\;:\;?il_iwri;"r} out onitc the streets. -7«
- “The-army r__b'b\c_-‘tsw'a_fe'"Wa-i'tf,i'ng-ffor;:fhem‘,:’. said the voice.
I “The Tobots are-going.to force the pédple out-of the City.
If the people do:not leave the City, the robots will kill
- ‘But.you must not panic,’ the voice went on. ‘You do'not
néed an autodiner. You have plenty of food in the Building.
The important thing is, do not go outside the Building.
The orders are simple. Do not open:the doors..Stay inside
the Building until you hear from me again.’
The voice stopped suddenly. P
Anita went downstairs to.the hall. She.pressed the menu

“ 2 list on the autodiner. Nothing happened. The voice had

spoken -the truth. The autodiner had.stopped working:
There was no more food in the City autodiners.

16
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%" Theré was no more food in‘the City autodiners.”




Into the Future

: ita heard noises,
They were comlng from t : dspeakers beside the round
w1ndow She \humed back to the, window. Young: .men- and
women .Were‘ tanding. together: in. the Square Th‘ yl_were
singing'sonigs about freedom.. Ty :

Anita wanted tojgo; downstaxrs Shew , ,ante to’ open the
large doors She wanted to ]om ‘the young men afid women
who' were ﬁlhng the Squar Gt :he remembered the warn-
ing." A _ R

Do not go outs:de the Buzldmg D ot_open-the t;oors. Stay
inside the Bmldmg unczl you hear from agal :

Now' the younig peOple in the ﬂSquare fe marchmg and
shoutmg “We want freédom! We want ﬁ:eedom"

Then the: shoutlng stopped suddenly Army robots were
entering the: Square.. They were carrying’ laser guns: *Soon
the robots had pushed the young people back o the steps of

tried to. 0pen the door’,
Strong.: : i# y
Actall, whlte robot beg_ n-to. shout ot .

‘There has been'a revolutlon" The robots ate;now in
control. Humans must: obey us. We:are the masters' All
humans miust: leave the City 1mmed1al:elx>r There is no'more
food or drmk in. the C1ty :

fthe Bmldmg But the doors were

e e e

Robot Revolution

. Thered-and-yellow:atmy. robots pushed the young people
out of the Square. In halfanhour,the Square'was empty.
Anita was going to go-backto herapartment when she
got:assurprise:-Major- Kostinrandtanother officer walked
across the Square.: They went up to the tall, white robot.
The robot spoke to'the officer witheMajor Kostin:.~ -

‘Have you carried out-your orders; Brigadier Edeema?

“ 1 have, Lord:Delta,” said Brigadier Edeema: ‘The
autodiners have stopped working: There:is'no' more foodin
the City-Andi without food, we humatns. 'cadﬁdt Ii‘ve_;’ L

Bngadler Edeema turned to Major Kostm :

- ‘Isp’t-that correct, Ma]or Kostin? -

: The Major d1d not look happy, but he nodded hlS head
in agreement. ©: v o0

- You foolish humans' sa1d the robot Lord Delta ‘You
need food. But:you made s, who.do not need food Now we
have-become your masters!” TR o

‘But:it is'good for us that you are our masters. If we do
not have masters;'we fight each other ’and kill each other,
Brigadier Edeema said:to Lord Delta:: : ;

- ‘But we'havetaught robots to' ﬁght and tokill too,” said
Major Kostin. He 'spoke to the tobot. “What WLH you do,
now:that youirrobots are the masters?: -

19




“Into the Future Robot Revolution

- Lord.: Delta did. not. answer-Major..Kostin’s questlon ; into a twentieth-century kitchén: to-see what kind of food .
Instead the robot asked another:quéstiori.. . G ’ was there."All theifood was'in pEkaétS oritins: It was'food .
..‘What is the purpose*of this Building? o s s ' she had-read about'in: b“ob’ké‘"‘b’ut had fever eaten before.
_ilt-ds-the, Museumsof: Domestic. Archltecture, ,rephed , Shic-did not know how to'use a cooker and d1d not: know
Major Kostin. ‘It.contains;rooms from hiouses fromthe - past : how to cook the food. -~ = - o
— bedrooms, sitting=robms; kitchens—"ng .l sriios oih < Anita was: lucky. There 'was-a compurer screen-iti’ the
‘Ha! Kitchens! Rooms where food was prepared' ‘ kitchen: Tvshowed how meals were cooked:in the twentleth
Humans cannot. live without food.:But now, if* you want, ' century. HO ey ERR LI

food you will have to obey our orders And we wan'”you all:'f'. ¢ S

.r‘

" Thé land cheré s barrén. ‘There is 0’ foo“;; here There is
nothing there! Many men and women will die in the Waste
Lands. Menand women-need food and aplaceto live:’-

“What:men and women rieed is not:important,’said Lord
Delta.. The:importantiquestion is,idoswe robots need men
and women?. Now;smake :sure that: everybody has. left the
City before dark: :Those are yourorders:! . :

Major Kostin and Brigadier Edeema nodded thelr heads
and.they walked away fiom-the robot: Major Kostin looked
up quickly at the round window and he smiled:.... - ‘

‘He:is smiling at-me,* Anita thought. ‘He:is: pleased The ;
whlte robot does not know that.thete is food andithere are ‘
kitchens here in the Building!’ ' ... .« ., o 0

- Anita now knew why the Bulldmg had: been turned into :
a- Museum_of!Domestm;Arch_it_e_cture. Semeone had known IR U ERLEISIE
that the robots were.planning a revolution. Sefeone; had “Anita'watched a'film and tried to make the same meal
* “known that the, robotsiwould:stop.the supply. of.food to the : herself . ‘ i

humans. ‘And: Anita knew who this ‘someone’ was!:
The talk about food made. Amta feel hungry:. She went

Pt oL e )

e
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sIntothe:Futuré!

One Monday merning, arweek: after-the.revolution of the
robots,. Anita-was woken by .nejises. oUtside“the :uilding-

She hurried: towards tthe round window., N
What-was-happening? Were Major. Kostm and the other
officers going to fight the robots? ...« .. s

:- When she pgot to,the window,.Anita: had - surpnse A
grou_p; of blug-and-white:police.robots,were standingr the
middle of the Square.. They were standing side-by-side... ..

All round the police robots were army robots. The army
robots were-firing at the police robots with thieir laser guns.

But some; fpolrce robots had put:thigir arms found the
army robots and were stopprng them isifig:their laser guns.

thought ‘Th1s is thetr chance \to attack - now, When_the
robots are flghtmg one another!”
..But~Anita could not see: Major. Kostin. or. Br;iga"dier

“ = Edeema

More and more robots fell together onto the ground
But soon it was clear who was winning. The red-and-yellow

22
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army robotss were ‘motre ‘powetful’ than the blue -and- wh1te
Pohce robots: v sl ot bl T

.*‘Then from one'side of thenSquare came Lord E)elta the
tall, white robot. Brigadier Edeemia was walking beside hitn.
2. The fighting ‘was‘overmow: The army robots had won.
They-had beaten the police: robots into one:cotner: of the
Squate.: Fhe bluezand-white tobots'were-standing there
with their long:arms.hanging down' by their sides. : :

Lord: Delta turned and spoke to Brigadier Edeema. ‘You
thoughit- that these pohce rohots would be-able.to: Beat us,
d1dn t you? But you were wrong ‘Have' you forgotten that
you made us stronger than them? . %~

-~ ‘No, no, said, Brrgadret Edeema These pollce robots

were not followmg my orders.”

‘1 do not bélievé you, isaid Lord Delta. ‘And what about
Major:Kostin? Where has he gone7 What is he doing?

‘1. don t know! anythln :about hlm, replied the Brigadier.
‘Kostin- does not tell me w_hat he i th1nk1ng or domg And

People, rEdeema replled
“‘But we? don t need a Leader of the;People now,’ said
Lord Delfa “‘There are no people left" e

Out51de the"C1ty,“th  Waiste: Lands were barren and empty
Many centunes before; thet ’h been a nuclear war. Now,
nothrng hved 1n the Waste La d; i_fpeople no anlmals,
no trees, no grass -

23




. Into the Future:

;» Forsmany_years,; all food'had:been made. in.tall silos:in
the Waste Lands. Food had been made in the silosthy robots

and pumped.through huge. plpes to the C1ty But now, the

silos were closed-and empty. . : .

. A group.of young: mén and -women in. green umforms
were standing round. the; entrance: to-a food silo. The huge
silo toweted-above.them.. Some ‘of-the young :péople were

'

using a long,metal: bar/to try to openthe gates.: . 1+ -1,

Robot Revolution

. They:stoppedfor:a rest: A young man who-was standmg
nearby sspoke to one of the women:in the group.:. '
“You are.wasting -your strength, Rem,’ he said: ‘.“Major
Kostin may come at any moment.-Hesaidithat-herwanted us
to:help-him: But hew.can’ we - help him if we use all our
strength trying to open this silo? S TE b
;. The woman called-Rem:shouted:back angrily,. How do
youknow,: Matad, that Major Kostin will.come? When we
last saw'him; he and-Brigadier Edeerna were talking to Lord
Delta. We,canneot trust: the officersiany more. If we don t get
food soon, we'll die. . :
-.Suddenly; the gates of the. snlo swung. open. - Someone
had opened them from the 1nslde Then MaJor Kostin.was
standmg in: thefopen doorway 5

‘So ‘you can’t trust:me’ any more, he sa1d wu:h a laugh
‘Well here Lam!, SR RN

~=Why have you taken 5o long tojoin us7 askecl the young
man called Marad. S

25




-Into' the Future,

- ‘I'had a problem,” Major-Kostin-explained.; The police
robots fought against the army robots. There was a. battle
and I‘hadito wdit tossée. what happened i S

+ ‘Who-won?:asked-Marad: ToLat

‘The army robots, of course: They are the ‘most: powerful
robotsevermade Iy C T e

-‘If they:are:so ‘powerful, how areswe’going .to. defeat
them” asked Rem: ] ‘see  that:yéu havea laser. gun: w1th
you. But-we cannot fight a.war with one laser gun!’.

‘Tagree, said Major:Kostin. ‘This ‘one laser.gun.will:not
be much help against the robots. But .weé. may need-it. for
another énemy! Now, [ will take you to.a pldce-where there
is foodiand drink. Followmel’: - & v iy 0 e

The men and women followed Ma]or Kestin into the
silo and closed the large gates behmd them. They stopped at
a heavy door: .

- Majot Kostrn opened the door and the group followed
h1m into a- dark:tunnel The Ma]or __ht a flare and led them
down some steep, dark steps. Lo

* The mer ‘and women folléwed Ma]or Kostm along the
tunnel As: they walked they saw many other tunnels,

. The tunnels had once béen an underground rarlway
Many, many years ago trams had taken -passengers. through
the tunnelsto the-City centre. But now ‘theré were 1o
trains. Nobody lived outside the City now. .

:Major Kostin held the flare-high:above his head and led
the group of men-and women forward. "t L.

*The group-walked.on: srlently for: over-an hour At last

-, someone spoke..

-‘Can we stop to rest? sard Rem ‘We are exhausted How
far do we have to go?

26
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‘We do not-have to go much-further; replied Major
Kostin. ‘Foodand safety are waiting for us. But:we must.go
as quickly as possible: Giant cockroaches live in thése tun-
nels. They were not killed in the nuclear war. They grew
bigger-and stronger They can easily killhumans with'their
huge jaws.. We must get out of the tunnels before they know
that we are here. One laser gun wrll not. be mueh help if
they find us. - S : c

“This flare will keep- the oockroachest away — they are
afrard of light,’ he went on. But the flare will not" hurn for
ever:’ G = : . ' .

The group: walked on for another hour: But: they ‘weré
now going slower and slowér. Then theybegan to hear loud
squeaking moises coming from:behind them: The young
men and women- stopped ‘turned andIboked hack into the
dark tunnel. : R

‘Keep: movmg" Sald -Kostin. The cockroaehes are close
behmd us. We're safeias long as thié flare kéeps biirning.




Into the Future

‘Thet:Major held-the flare high above-his head: He
walked:-forward more quickly. But at that mement;; the dight
of the ﬂare became: weaker S e

The Square Was, quiet again after-the battle between.the
army:robots -and’the:policerobots. It was a- week since. the
revolution of the robotsy v v et ool e oy
Anita was woken up by someone beatmg on the huge
doors -of the Building: She- hurried to: the- round wmdow
and looked-down onto-the Sguare. - AU TINE
The white robot, Lord Delta, was. standmg in the Square
It was; giving orders to some red-and-yellow army rébots.
Brigadier Edeema-was standing beside the tall, white robot.
‘I don’tiknow: anythingiabout the Building,’ Anita'heard
the Br1gad1er isay to-Llord Delta. ‘Major Kostin was in charge
of this area.’ y
‘And: where-is:Major:Kostin?, asked Lotd Delta ‘I—Ie is
planmng something: What is+inside. thie. Building? Is there
food stored inside it? Humans can live where there is food.
I want £o see insidé this building now!"”
: ‘What shall I do7j thought Amta ‘If the robots break the

Suddeniy, she heard a noxse behmd "her A pért f, the wall
was: begmrung 6 move' It moved"backwardssvthen'51de—
ways: Amta was temfie he circlé‘onithe wall was'a door

.= and it'was'operniing Behind the door was the. eritrance to
a dark tunnel.

28
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Behind the door was the entrance to a dark tunnel.
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Into the Future

remote conttol-ke a

the army robots,
Anlta then told M
trymg 10; -_b >

jor: ‘-'K'ostln turned round and pomted hlS

Robot Revolution

‘Majot Kostin stood with the others behind the main doors
- inside the Bu1ldmg Amta was standing on the stairs with
her key pointing at.the- doors The iobots were beating on

the strong doors. The- doors were begmmng to bréak.

Now!” shouted Ma]or Kostln
)‘ . ~Anita used her key and the doors swung open. ‘Six red-
T and yeliow army robats crashed ¢ over onto: the floor.

- Ma]or Kostin and’ hxs fnend;" ran up'to.the’ robots They
= ressed an electro- magnet agalnst each.robot’s. body ‘The
, gnetf destroyed thes programs ,whlch controlled the robots.

Lord Deltaﬂtrled to. escape. But Ma] or Kostm held: t1ght—
ly “Ghito the robot., After 2 moment; Tord Delta-screamed
“and-howled. [t.ran round and round in.circles. Then it
5 crashed to- the ground el L :
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-Robot:-Revolution - -

- Into the Future

Major Kostin turned to Anita; who had followed him.
‘Many thanks for your help! he said. ‘But your work is
3 not yet finished. We are going to bring the people back to
the City from the'Waste’Lands: They will all be' hungry.

‘First we must feed ‘thenm. Then everybody must learn
how to cook food in the kitchens of the past. The People’s
Army will build more kitchens. Then we must teach the
people how to use those kitchens: You will teach them,
Anita. T

‘We must never again depéhd’ffcﬁsnﬁr}dbots. We must never
again depend on autodiners! We will produce our own food
and we wil] depend on‘dﬁéléné:thér'!""
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